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Introduction

Welcome to Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller History Month 2024!

Every June since 2008, people from across
the UK have celebrated Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller History Month (GRTHM). During
this month, we celebrate Romany Gypsy,
Irish Traveller, Roma and nomadic
communities, histories and cultures.

GRTHM offers an opportunity not only to
celebrate, but also to educate and raise
awareness of the barriers and issues
affecting traditionally nomadic
communities.

Ultimately, GRTHM can help make

society more welcoming for Gypsy, Roma
and Traveller people. While GRTHM is
officially marked in June, promoting
inclusivity and acceptance can and should
be done all year round. To aid this, we’ve
made our GRTHM packs available all year
round!

Head over to our GRTHM resource page, to
find past resources we’ve put together over

the years.

As always, happy Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller History Month 2024!


https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm/

What does family mean to you?

It’s no secret of the importance of family for many Romany, Irish Traveller, Roma and
nomadic communities and people — whether by choice or otherwise, family holds a
sacred place.

This year, we’re exploring the theme of “What does family mean to you?”, looking at the
different shapes and forms ‘family’ can take, the relationships we have with each other,
and the importance of family as a support network.

By the end, we hope you’ll have gained a deeper understanding of the richness of
Romany Gypsy, Irish Traveller, Roma and nomadic people, histories, cultures and
traditions. We also hope this theme will resonate with your own exploration of what family
means to you, related or otherwise.

Out of a series of questions, we worked with community members to identify the direction
of this year’'s GRTHM theme. From the selection, the question of what family means to all
of us resonated the most with our participants. We want to thank everyone who shared
their perspectives and ideas.

We would love to see anything you create, so make sure to tag us! You can find our socials
at the back of this pack, and please use #GRTHM24 and #GRTHMFamilies when sharing.



Chief Executive’s Welcome

Dear friends and colleagues,

I’'m pleased for you to join Friends, Families and Travellers on yet another exciting Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller History Month (GRTHM), for June 2024!

You may have noticed that our approach to these packs has undergone a bit of a change.
We believe that no matter the month, you should be able to recognise and celebrate
Romany Gypsy, Irish Traveller, Roma, Boater, Showmen, and New Traveller cultures,
histories and traditions throughout the year.

Therefore, to make it as easy as possible, we've created a go-to page on our website
where you can find all you need to celebrate and mark the contributions of Romany, Roma
and Traveller people, all year round — just head to gypsy-traveller.org/GRTHM.

As always, Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History month is an opportunity to celebrate the
achievements and dedication of individuals, communities and organisations across the
country, past and present.

We look forward to seeing what you get up to (especially for our competition!), and we’d
love to hear how you plan to spend GRTHM - just reach out to us and let us know, or tag
us.

Happy Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History Month 2024!

Sarah Mann
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER



http://gypsy-traveller.org/GRTHM

If you have tried to learn more about the diversity and histories of Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller communities, you wouldn’t be alone in finding that
there’s just not much out there.

Follow our timeline through the decades to find out what we do know.

Click here for the full timeline

YPSY, ROMA AND TRAVELLER

If you have tried to learn more about the diversity and histories of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller
communities, you wouldn’t be alone in finding that there’s just not much out there.

PEOPLE THROUGH HISTORY

Romany Gypsies first recorded in
England were incorrectly thought to
have travelled from Egypt

Roma people in the territories of modern day
Romania were taken as slaves and forced to
work in monasteries, mines and in fields.

Ancient laws in Scotland recognise
a community of people called
*tinklers' from their occupation

as tinsmiths.

People with Roma heritage travelled from
morthwest India as prisoners, slaves and
soldiers.

GYPSY MIGRATIONS 900- 1720

2 S

In 1530, Henry VIll's ‘Egyptians Act’
expelied Romany Gypsies in England.
In 1554, Guesn Mary ruled that being
& Gypsy was punishable by death.

Slaves were the property of their owners, bought
and sold in their hundreds. It was not until 1856
that the Moldovian and Wallachian Assemblies
abolished siavery within their principalities.3

Theeries suggest 60,000 Roma people were
forcibly enlisted to the army of Mahmud of
Ghazni and after his death. were expelled from
Indian territories and driven to nomadism.

They are viewed differently to
mainstream society, seen to have
their own customs and dialect *

998AD 1100S 1200s8

Roma and Sinti people, sometimes called the
“forgotten victims' of the Holocaust were de-
ported to concentration camps, subject to
mass murder and horrific medical experimen-
tation by Nazi soldiers.

Last Romany people historically
travelled with elaborately made
‘bender tents'

Irish peaple began to spiit fram
the general population around 12
generations ago in the 1600s -

“an lucht siGil’ (the walking people)
became known for storytelling and
sharing songs from city to city.

Last knewn hanging for
the crime of being a Gypsy
in Sutfolk, England.®

From 1850 onwards, Gypsy Wagons
are used to travel, with bender tents
used alongside.

‘Over 200,000 Roma and Sinti were murdere-
dor died as a result of starvation or disease.

1940S 1850 16005

ing of the
European Union, there is an
inerease in migration of Roma
people ta the UK from across
Europe.

The Report of the Commission on
Itinerancy is the first systematic
attempt by the Irish government to
s i Ireland, siming
s off the road, into
bricks and mortar accommodation.®

Irish Travellers. in British
law &5 an ethnie group, fellowing &

legal ehallenge in eourt brought by

eight individuals refused service at

five pubs in London.

Scottish Gypay Travellers
recognised as an indigenous
minority ethnic group in Britain®

EVICTED
TEN

1963 2000

The High Court rules that Local Authorities
are na longer able to issue blanket bans on
Gypsies and Travellers stopping on parcels
of land, recognising that ‘the Gypsy and
Traveller community have an enshrined
freedom not to stay in one place but to
move from one place to another’™

The Palice, Crime, Sentencing and
Courts (PCSC) Act becomes law. The
new law means nomadic Gypsy and
Traveller people are at risk of having
vehicles (homes) confiscated, fines
and imprisonment.

Irish Travellers are recognised as
adistinct ethnic group in Ireland,
and recognised as Ireland’s only
indigenous community!?

Eileen Flynn becomes.
the first Irish Traveller to
become a senator in Ireland.

The planning definition of “Travelier,
which states anyone not travelling for
mare than 12 months, even i due to

old age or ill-health, is not considered

a ‘Traveller!, is declared *discriminatory”
by the Court of Appeal, in a case
supported by Friends, Families and
Travellers (FFT).

2020

2021 Census has for the first time ever
included ‘Roma’ as an ethnic categery,
with the official population declared at
aver 100,000 people.

Population increases are also seen

for Romany Gypsy and Irish Traveller
people.

2022

2020

Supreme Court rules ‘Anti-Traveller” wide
injunetions have a negative impact on
Gypsies’ and Travellers’ ability to pursue a
nomadic way of life, but rejected an appeal
lodged by FFT, London Gypsies and Trav-
eliers (LGT) and Derbyshire Gypsy Liaison
Group (DGLG), against the granting of wide
injunctions against ‘Persons Unknown'.

2023

2020

New powers Braught in by the
Police, Crime, Sentencing and
Courts Act 2022 challenged
at the High Court by Wendy
Smith, a Romany Gypsy, with
FFT and Liberty acting as
Interveners.

2024

2017

The Equality and Human Rights
Commission finds Pontins Holi

Park acted ‘unlawfully’ against Irish
Travellers, following an investigation
into the holiday park's blacklist of
Irigh-sounding names.

2024


https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm-timeline/

How else can | take part?

Below, you will find draft social media content you can use — you’re welcome
(and highly encouraged!) to create your own!

Instagram:

Example posts:
Click on each

image to

download:

I’m celebrating

Gypsy, Roma I’m celebrating Gypsy,

and Traveller 3 Roma and Traveller
History Month £ History Month 2024!
IE
F;
x
If you’re from a Romany Gypsy, We’'re celebrating #GRTHM24 this June by taking
Irish Traveller, Roma or the time to explore what family means to us — why
nomadic background, we not take part?
want you to know that
you’re always welcome here. https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm/

This #GRTHM24, we’'re taking
the time to learn about the
colourful histories of Gypsy,
Roma and Traveller

communities — come along! O @GypsyTravellers
https://www.gypsy-traveller. o /FriendsFamiliesandTravellers
org/grthm/

@FriendsFamiliesandTravellers


https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/GRTHM24_IG.png
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/GRTHM24_TW.png
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/grthm
https://www.gypsy-traveller

FRIENDS,
FAMILIES &
TRAVELLERS

FRIENDS, FAMILIES
& TRAVELLERS

#GRTHM24
#GRTHMFamilies

Friends, Families and Travellers works to end racism and
discrimination against Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people
and to protect the right to pursue a nomadic way of life.

Contact Details:

Address
Friends, Families and Travellers
Community Base
113 Queens Road
Brighton
BN1 3XG

Telephone 01273 234 777
Email fft@gypsy-traveller.org
Like us on Facebook
/FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

Follow us on Instagram
@FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

Follow us on Twitter
@GypsyTravellers

View us on Youtube
/FriendsFamiliesandTravellers

gypsy-traveller.org

Charity Number:
1112326



https://gypsy-traveller.org
mailto:fft@gypsy-traveller.org



