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Appendix 1: Review of Proposals for Changes to Development 
Frameworks 
 
What are village frameworks? 
 
Plans for South Cambridgeshire have included village frameworks for a number of years, to 
define the extent of the built-up area of villages. They define where policies for the built-up 
areas of settlements give way to policies for the countryside. In broad terms, the efficient   
re-use of land within village frameworks is generally supported, subject to meeting other 
policy requirements, whilst development outside village frameworks is restricted to 
development associated with agriculture, horticulture, forestry, outdoor recreation and other 
uses which need to be located in the countryside. 
 
Village frameworks have had the advantage of preventing gradual expansion of villages into 
open countryside in an uncontrolled and unplanned way. They also provide certainty to local 
communities and developers of the Council’s approach to development in villages. 
 
The Council shows the boundaries of village frameworks on the Policies Map, which forms 
part of the Development Plan. Current village frameworks can be viewed on the Council’s 
website: www.scambs.gov.uk/ldf/adoptedproposalsmap  
 
Approach in Issues and Options 2012 
 
In the 2012 Issues and Options consultation the Council asked what approach the Local 
Plan should take towards village frameworks (Issue 15); whether or not to retain the existing 
boundaries, or whether to allow additional development on the edge of villages, controlled 
through policy. The comments the Council received to this issue will be considered when 
preparing the draft Local Plan and the Council has not reached a view at this stage which 
approach to take.   
 
The consultation also gave the opportunity to suggest where existing village framework 
boundaries are not drawn appropriately. The Council received 73 representations proposing 
amendments to village framework boundaries.  
 
Options consistent with normal Local Plan policy approach 
 
The Council has assessed the suggested amendments against the current policy criteria.  
Village frameworks are defined to take into account the present extent of the built up area, 
development committed by planning permissions and other proposals in the Development 
Plan. They exclude buildings associated with countryside uses (e.g. farm buildings, houses 
with agricultural occupancy conditions or affordable housing schemes permitted as 
‘exceptions’ to policy). In addition, small clusters of houses or areas of scattered 
development isolated in open countryside or detached from the main concentration of 
buildings within a village are also excluded. Boundaries may also cut across large gardens 
where the scale and character of the land relates more to the surrounding countryside than 
the built-up area. 
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A complete list of the 63 suggested village framework amendments, together with the 
Council’s assessment of them, can be found in Table 1. Each of the suggested amendments 
is illustrated on the maps that follow.   
 
The suggested amendments that met the Council’s approach to identifying village 
frameworks were included as Options VF1-8 in Table 5.1 in Chapter 5 of the Issues and 
Options 2 Report for comment. They were also shown on the village maps in Chapter 9. 
 
Some of the suggested amendments to village frameworks were also put forward for 
consideration as housing allocations. The Council considered the proposed housing sites in 
Chapter 2 of the Issues and Options 2 Report. If any of the housing sites are allocated for 
development in the draft Local Plan, there would be a consequential amendment of the 
village framework to include the site within the boundary. 
 
Parish Council proposals 
 
A number of suggested amendments to village frameworks were put forward by Parish 
Councils. Those considered consistent with the Council’s approach were included as 
potential amendments in Table 5.1 in Chapter 5 of the Issues and Options 2 Report for 
comment. 
 
However, some of the suggested amendments to village frameworks proposed by Parish 
Councils were not consistent with the Council’s approach. As the Council is engaging with 
Parish Councils to explore how to meet local aspirations, where villages wish to take a more 
flexible approach to development, those suggested amendments which did not meet the 
Council’s approach were also included as Parish Council Options PC3-13 in Table 5.2 in 
Chapter 5 of the Issues and Options 2 Report for comment. These changes could potentially 
allow more development on the edge of the village concerned. We explained why these 
suggestions did not meet our normal tests, but this was for information only and was not 
intended to imply that the change should not be made under the community-led part of the 
Local Plan, if consultation demonstrated there was local support. The only test which should 
be applied is whether these proposals are in general conformity with strategic policies in the 
Local Plan. 
 
Proposed approach to Village Framework Options and Parish Council proposals 
following Issues and Options 2 
 
The Council has considered the responses to the Village Framework Options and Parish 
Council proposals included within the Issues and Options 2 consultation. 
 
There was support for most of the Village Framework Options, with the exception of Options 
VF2 and VF6. VF2 was originally proposed by Waterbeach Parish Council who subsequently 
objected following representation from Chittering residents, recommending the village 
framework is not included in the draft Local Plan. There was strong objection to Option VF6, 
including from Pampisford Parish Council, and this will not be taken forward. 
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Of the Parish Council Proposals, Options PC1, PC2, PC4-8 and PC10-13 did not 
demonstrate local support and, as they are not consistent with the Council’s policy approach, 
should not be included within the draft Local Plan.   
 
Additional sites proposed through Issues and Options 2 
 
The Council received a further 12 representations proposing amendments to village 
framework boundaries through the Issues and Options 2 consultation.   
 
The Council has assessed the suggested amendments against the current policy criteria, 
consistent with the proposed amendments suggested through the Issues and Options 2012 
consultation (explained above).   
 
A complete list of the 12 suggested village framework amendments, together with the 
Council’s assessment of them, can be found in Table 2 and each of the suggested 
amendments is illustrated on the maps that follow.   
 
Two of the proposals had previously been submitted, assessed and rejected through Issues 
and Options 2012 – proposals for amendments to the Cottenham and Croxton village 
frameworks. 
 
A proposal from Orwell Parish Council sought to include properties along Hillside within the 
Orwell village framework. This was considered consistent with Council’s policy approach and 
the draft Local Plan included a village framework around properties on Hillside. The 
consultation on the draft Local Plan would determine if there was support for the proposal, 
and if Council received significant objection to the proposal it would be removed before the 
plan is submitted. 
 
One proposal, at White Field Way, Sawston is a technical amendment to correct an anomaly 
to the village framework boundary around a property.   
 
None of the other proposals were considered consistent with the policy approach and were 
not included in the draft Local Plan.   
 
Proposed approach to Village Framework Options and Parish Council proposals 
following Proposed Submission Consultation 
 
There was no objection to the new village frameworks at proposed at Hillside, Orwell and 
White Field Way, Sawston, therefore these are to be retained within the Submission Plan. 
 
The Council received a further 50 representations proposing amendments to village 
framework boundaries through the Proposed Submission consultation.   
 
The Council has assessed the suggested amendments against the current policy criteria, 
consistent with the proposed amendments suggested through the Issues and Options 2012 
consultation (explained above).   
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A complete list of the 50 suggested village framework amendments, together with the 
Council’s assessment of them, can be found in Table 3 and each of the suggested 
amendments is illustrated on the maps that follow.   
 
One is already within the framework (Ref 78 at Caldecote). Another seeks to amend the 
boundary of a housing allocation in the Local Plan (Ref. 104 at HIston and Impington).  
 
19 are new sites and the remainder have been considered previously, as a proposed 
amendment to the framework and/or a proposed Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA) site.  
 
One site has planning permission to demolish two barns and replace them with offices with a 
“traditional agricultural character” (Ref. 122 at Toft). One has planning permission (Ref. 81 at 
Cottenham) and another outline planning permission (Ref. 111 at Little Gransden) for 
residential development; once implemented, these will be considered for inclusion.  
 
None of the proposals were considered consistent with the policy approach and were not 
included in the Submission Local Plan.   

 
Technical amendments 
 
It should be noted that due to changes to the Ordnance Survey basemap there are some 
instances where village framework boundaries are shown on the Policies Map close to, but 
not quite following lines on the basemap. In such cases where it is clear where the boundary 
should be, the Council has not included them as a potential amendment. It is intended that 
these technical corrections will be outlined in the Schedule of Minor Changes to the 
Proposed Submission Local Plan before the Local Plan is adopted. 
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